they probably did not know which facts were new. No
one would have listened to them if they had told what
they had learned.
Do you know why a barber shop nowadays has a
striped pole outside the door? The pole dates back to
the barber-surgeons. Poles or rods have been used as
symbols of healing and medicine for thousands of years.
During some kinds of operations the sick person was
given a pole to hold. The red of the modern pole is
supposed to represent blood; the white, white bandages.
Some people say that a blue stripe was added by an
American barber to include the same colors that are in
our flag.
For a long time progress in the study of medicine was
slow. Now scientists are persons who make experiments
and try to find what is true and why it is true. Several
hundred years ago, however, men read books instead of
experimenting for themselves. The writings of Galen, for
example, were accepted as completely true for 1500
years after his death.
Galen was a Greek physician who went to Rome about
162 A.D. He knew and used some of the good ideas of
other Greek physicians who had lived long before his
time. But Galen, unlike some of his followers, had a
great deal of curiosity. He made experiments. He Studied
physiology and some anatomy. He made valuable addi-
tions to medical knowledge. Unfortunately Galen seems
to have pretended to know a little more than he really
did. Yet hundreds of years later Galen was considered
to be the one final authority on many matters of medi-
cine. Scientists who found that Galen had sometimes
been mistaken or that he did not know all there was to
know about the human body often learned that it was
dangerous to publish their discoveries. This same atti-
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